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Message from the Superintendent
It’s hard to believe but we’re 
a quarter way through the 
school year! And what a great 
year it’s been so far! If you’ve 
driven by Caesar Rodney High 
School you’ve noticed the many 
changes taking place with the 
completion of the connector 
between “D” and “C” wing 
and the construction of our  9th

grade academy. We expect the 
project to be completed by the 
start of the next school year. In 
addition, the finishing touches 
have been made to “Legacy 
Field” with the installation 
of lights. As you travel down 
Briar Bush Road in Magnolia, 
you’ll see the tremendous 
progress being made on the new 
David E. Robinson Elementary 

School. The estimated date of 
completion is December 2020 
and we can’t wait!  These 
construction projects along with 
the many improvements that 
have been made to our other 
schools have been made thanks 
to the wonderful support from 
our Rider community. We are 
now exploring ways to deal 
with the overcrowding issues 
at Postlethwait Middle School 
and Fifer Middle School, as a 
district we continue to grow 
with even greater growth 
being projected for the future.
I want to congratulate Mrs. 
Sabra Collins, who was named 
the 2019-20 Caesar Rodney 
District Teacher of the Year 
along with the other eleven 
building Teachers of the Year. 
When you walk into any one of 
those teacher’s classrooms you 
immediately understand why 
Caesar Rodney is considered the 
best school district in Delaware!
I also want to take a moment 
to welcome three new 
administrators to our CR 
Team. Ms. Kathleen Fitzgerald 
is the new principal of Star 

Hill Elementary School, Mr. 
Keith Wisher has been named 
as an assistant principal at 
Fifer Middle School and Mr. 
Freeman Williams has joined 
the administrative team at 
Postlethwait as a new assistant 
principal. We expect great 
things from each of them. 
I want to thank the students, 
teachers and our community for 
an outstanding Homecoming 
and Rider Pride Day! I want to 
give a special shout out to all the 
classes that celebrated reunions 
during the Homecoming – each 
alumni is living proof that each 
day is a great day to be a Rider!

WHATS  
HAPPENING?

FRONT COVER:
Kindergartener La’Neijah Dixon 
waves good bye to her family as 
she starts her first day of school 
at the J. Ralph McIlvaine Early 
Childhood Center. 

BACK COVER: 
CR Homecoming Pep Rally Photos. 

The CR Report is a publication 
created exclusively for the Caesar 
Rodney community. 
For questions or comments, 
please contact Jason Minto, 
Community Relations and 
Information Specialist at: 
jason.minto@cr.k12.de.us 
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Visit Facebook and LIKE 
“Caesar Rodney School District” 
for all the latest information and photo  galleries 
from ALL our schools! 

Visit Twitter and FOLLOW 
“ @ C a e s a r R o d n e y S D ”  
for all the latest information
on ALL our schools!  

Follow us on Instagram! Visit Instagram and 
FOLLOW “CaesarRodneyRiders” 
for all the latest photos from
ALL our schools! 

Follow us on  

soocial media

Dr. Kevin Fitzgerald, Superintendent   

SPECIAL EVENTS:

Dec 5: FMS Holiday Concert
           @CRHS 7pm
Dec 11: CRHS Holiday Pops
              Concert 7pm
Dec 12: PMS Holiday Concert
             @ CRHS 7pm
Dec 18: CRHS Holiday 
              Concert 7PM

BOARD MEETINGS:
 
Nov 25: Nellie H. Stokes 
Elementary School

Dec 17: Fred Fifer III Middle 
School

Jan 21: Caesar Rodney High 
School

SCHOOL CLOSINGS:

Nov 11: School Closed
Nov 27-29: School Closed
Dec 23-Jan 3: School Closed
Jan 17: In-Service Day
Jan 20: School Closed
Jan 31: Schools Half Day
Feb 3: In-Service Day
Feb 17: Schools Closed



Caesar Rodney’s 
     Social Media Posts

In September, Caesar Rodney High School was one of just 34 
schools -- 1 per state -- across the country to be named to the 
Special Olympics Unified Champion Schools ESPN Honor Roll.  
The aim of Unified Champion School is to incorporate Special 
Olympic sports, leadership and related activities that empower the 
youth to be the agents of change in their communities.  

Wednesday, Sept 18th, 2019, the Central 
Delaware Chamber of Commerce hosted a 
Ribbon Cutting Ceremony for Jobs for Delaware 
Grads at Caesar Rodney High School to celebrate 
41 years of helping students to achieve success.  

State Representative Lyndon Yearick stopped by Star Hill 
Elementary to donated schools supplies and to also present 
a donation of $150.00. The donations were raised during a 
community event held at Star Hill on Aug 21st.  Rep. Yearick held 
the community event to provide community members with an 
opportunity to enjoy free ice cream and to meet their neighbors.  
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5th Annual
Riders, past, present and 
future came out to Caesar
Rodney High School on Aug 21st for the 5th annual CR 
Truckin’ Back to School event to enjoy a evening dinner and 
entertainment.  



Homecoming 2019
Friday, October 11th was the Homecoming Parade for Riders.  
Congratulations to Elizabeth Smith and Darius Davis for being named 
the 2019 Caesar Rodney High School Homecoming King & Queen!  
The CR football team defeated the Milford Buccaneers with a final 
score of 34-7.



Homecoming 2019
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CR Board of Education 
Recognitions  
 

School Board president, Jessica Marelli, being sworn in during Caesar Rodney School District’s Board of 
Education meeting on July 15, 2019.  Jessica Marelli, ran unopposed and will hold the At-Large position for 
five years.

Dr. Joyce Denman being sworn in during Caesar Rodney School District’s Board of Education meeting on July 
15, 2019.  Dr. Denman was sworn in for a one-year At-Large seat. 

During the October regular meeting the Caesar Rodney School Board recognized the Month of October as 
Principal Appreciation Month for their commitment and dedication to the Caesar Rodney School District. Our 
school district is a special place for our students because of the countless hours that that principals and assistant 
principals spend ensuring that our schools are safe and positive learning environments. Brook Castillo, Principal 
at McIlvaine Early Childhood Center, accepted the recognition on behalf of all the principals and assistant 
principals. 
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RIDER PRIDE DAY 2019 



RIDER’S
First Day of School



RIDER’S



In September, Colonel (Ret) Mitch Berger, Caesar Rodney High School AF JROTC Senior 
Aerospace Science Instructor was awarded a Citation by the Air Force Association Central East 
Region for his accomplishments, leadership and overall support of the Chapter, State, and Regional 
levels of the Air Force Association.  He also was recognized with the National AFA Medal of Merit 
for being the Galaxy Chapter Teacher of the Year and his years of volunteering for the Association.

Ms. Peggie Birch, Caesar Rodney High School Computer 
Science Teacher, recently received the 2019 Delaware 
STEM Educator 1st Place Award presented by The Delaware 
STEM Council & Ashland Inc for STEM innovation and 
excellence through teaching, academic collaboration, and 
student engagement in Science, Technology, Engineering 
and Mathematics. 

Dr. Kevin Fitzgerald, Superintendent of 
the Caesar Rodney School District, and 
Dr. Sherry Kijowski, Principal of the 
Caesar Rodney High School, met with 
Governor John Carney who signed a 
proclamation, recognizing the month of 
October as Principals’ Month.

RECOGNITIONS

  

  

  GOOD TO KNOW 

FEATURED RIDERS 

MAJOR ACCOMPLISHMENTS From Summer/Fall 2019   

T h e  C a e s a r  R o d n e y  C e n t e r  f o r  G r e e n  S c h o o l s  

Our CR  Center f or Green 
Schools  br ings you  the 

la tes t  news regarding the  
dis t r ic t’s  effor ts  to  ra ise  

awareness  about  
susta inabi l i ty,  

environmental  l i te racy,  
and a l l  th ings GREEN.  

WHO: The EcoTeam at 
 Frear Elementary  

WHAT: Student led environmental 
 steward group; Grades 3-5 

WHEN: Formed in 2017 

WHERE: Allen Frear Elementary School 
 Camden, DE 

WHY: Hosted Senator Tom Carper for a tour of CR sustainability 
 initiatives and outdoor learning spaces 

HOW: EcoTeam members greeted Senator Carper with a 
professional welcome; explained innovative GreenRider 
reusable bag program; shared a few CR graphic plans for the 
future of outdoor learning spaces across the district 

“Unbeknownst to a lot of us, 
our children actually listen to 
just about everything we say 
and, even more so, watch 
everything we do. They 
notice the choices we make 
and the company we keep.” 

US Senator 
Tom Carper 

 

CRSD was just recognized as a 2019 USDOE 
Green Ribbon Schools Sustainable School 
District. Go GreenRiders!  Is YOUR school 

on the pathway to Green Ribbon?  Scan the 
QR code above to find out what it takes. 

BLUE  
+ GOLD 

GREEN  

 Awarded $13,000 Universal Recycling Grant from DNREC for recycling program expansion 
including water bottle refilling stations and GreenRider reusable shopping bags 

 Awarded $2,500 Universal Recycling Grant from DNREC for 3rd grade field trips to DSWA 
recycling center where students will tour a working recycling facility and learn about waste 

 Grade 6-12 teacher science in-service provided in coordination with community partners:  DE 
National Estuarine Research Reserve, US Fish & Wildlife Service, Stroud Water Research Center, 
and UD Lewes DE Sea Grant 

 Launched recycling education pilot lessons for grades 3-5 in coordination with DNREC grant 
 Formed new partnership with Keep DE Beautiful to establish a campus stewardship program 

“We have launched 
a statewide 
campaign to 
encourage all 
Delawareans and 
visitors to not 
litter...and Keep DE 
Litter Free.” 

 ~ Gov. John Carney 
Single-use plastics are the most 

common item found in a 2018 study 
of our roadside litter. In response, 

Delaware has just passed new 
legislation.  Frear Elementary has 

developed and piloted a successful 
reusable bag program to help 

decrease our use of disposables. Scan 
the QR code below to find out more! 

The EcoTeams at CRSD strive to understand our impact on the ecosystems around us by becoming environmental stewards. The EcoTeams also strive to have an impact on 
our community of students, faculty, staff, and families as we are committed to planning for 21st century sustainable schools that (1) reduce environmental impacts and costs, (2) 
improve health and performance for all community members, and (3) increase environmental literacy. 
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DAVID E. ROBINSON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL GROUNDBREAKING

In August, the Caesar Rodney School District held a ground breaking ceremony for the construction of the 
David E. Robinson Elementary School.  The new 63,012 square foot Caesar Rodney Elementary School 
will provide space for 600 students and is the realization of a multi-year exploration and design effort.  
The site is developed to allow for separation of buses and vehicular traffic and accommodate student 
drop-offs.  The layout also allows the building to frame and protect the playground area to the rear.  The 
school features a single-story wing of eight classrooms while the two-story wing contains 18 classrooms 
in addition to break-out Collaboration Spaces, a Special Education Suite and Teacher Resource Room.  
The school’s “T” shape configuration allows for a centrally located cafeteria, gymnasium, media center 
and arts & music classrooms.  The administrative functions at the front of the school allow for easy 
public access and provide enhanced security features.  The school exterior features low maintenance 
materials such as brick and metal roofing in conjunction with a front pergola and curved emblem wall.



DAVID E. ROBINSON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL GROUNDBREAKING
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2019-2020 New Teacher Orientation

 PATRIOT DAY

Nearly 60 new teachers to the 
district completed the new teacher 
orientation in August.  The teachers 
became more familiar with the 
district values and left ready to 
start the school year as the newest 
members of the Caesar Rodney 
family.

September 11th, 2019, Nellie H. Stokes Elementary and Caesar Rodney High School 
commemorated Patriot Day.  Students at Stokes Elementary recited The Pledge of Allegiance 
and also sang “First Responders.”  Students thanked members of the Camden-Wyoming Fire 
Company for their service.  Caesar Rodney High School’s Air Force JROTC performed a flag 
raising ceremony.  “The Star Spangled Banner” was performed by the CRHS Women’s Vocal 
Jazz Ensemble, and senior Kendall Metz performed “Taps”.  



      

F-22 Raptor Demonstration Team Visits CRHS

 PATRIOT DAY

In September, Major Paul “Loco” Lopez, F-22 Raptor Demonstration Team Pilot, and his team stopped by 
Caesar Rodney High School to meet with students in the AFJROTC program to meet with them before their 
performance  at Thunder Over Dover Air Show at Dover Air Force Base.  The F-22 Raptor Demo Team talked 
about the capabiities of the F-22 Raptor, what it takes to become a Air Force pilot and also took questions from 
the students.  



 

                     2019-20 BACK TO SCHOOL BREAKFAST

“My advice to all of you is to be the ONE.  Be the ONE teacher 
that takes the time to ask how your students are doing. 
Be the ONE teacher that cares enough to ask what is going on 
in their world. 
Get to know your students, be the ONE to care.  You may end 
up being their ONE reason for coming to school each day.” 
said CRSD Teacher of the Year 2019-20 Sabra Collins

In August, the annual Back to School Breakfast was held for district staff, alumni, and friends at 
the Caesar Rodney High School.  Riders enjoyed a phenomenal program including Superintendent 
Dr. Kevin Fitzgerald’s Top Ten list, Old North Road video, slideshow videos, CRHS VOX ONE 
Vocal Jazz performance and live music by
2019 Teachers of the Year were honored and district-wide Teacher of the Year Sabra Collins, 
CRHS physical education teacher, gave the keynote address.  
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PATIENT CARE PATHWAY PILOT PROGRAM
Thursday, Sept 5th, Dr. Kevin Fitzgerald, Superintendent of the Caesar Rodney School District, and 
Dr. Sherry Kijowski, Principal of Caesar Rodney High School, made a visit to Delaware Technical 
Community College Terry Campus in Dover to meet with Caesar Rodney High School students who 
are part of the Patient Care Pathway pilot program with Del Tech.  Caesar Rodney students who 
successfully complete the program will receive credit for the following Delaware Tech courses: BIO 
110 (Essentials of Anatomy and Physiology) and MEA 150 (Medical Lab Procedures I). 

Teacher of the Year Recognition Dinner
Caesar Rodney’s twelve Teachers of the Year were honored Oct 
1st during a banquet held at Wild Quail Country Club.  Caesar 
Rodney High School physical education teacher Sabra Collins, 
who was named CR District Teacher of the Year, later represented 
the district during the Delaware Teacher of the Year banquet at 
Dover Downs Hotel and Casino on Oct 15th.  Congratulations to 
all of our dedicated CR Teachers of the Year!



Allen Frear Elementary Academic Olympics Reward Party 

MINDFULNESS
Mrs. Ashlee Upp at Allen Frear Elementary and Mr. Jonathan McHenry at W.B. Simpson 
Elementary have been teaching their students mindfulness.  Mindfulness means: to see 
clearly so that one can respond effectively; mindfulness strengthens the immune system 
decreases stress, lowers cortisol and improves sleep. Additionally, focus and attention 
is benefited as well as memory, creativity and innovation.   Mindfulness is one of the 
interventions for Social-Emotional Learning.  This school year is dedicated to training 
school district personnel; however, some schools have started implementing Mindfulness- 
which the school district endorses- as a universal practice for all of our schools. The goal 
is to have all of our school embedded with mindfulness practices. 



Chef Robbie Jester Cooking Demo

In September, Chef Robbie Jester, who has been 
named Delaware’s best upstate chef and also 
featured on Guy’s Grocery Games and Beat 
Bobby Flay, did an eggs benedict cooking demo 
with all of the culinary classes at Caesar Rodney 
High School.  

#goriders
CRHS National School Lunch Week 

Cook Off Winners

Congratulations to Caesar Rodney High 
School seniors Robert Reardon & Matthew 
Miller who were the culinary winners for 
CR’s National School Lunch Week cook off.  
Their “Spicy Dragon Noodles” will now go 
on permanent rotation on the CRHS school 
lunch menu.  

$500 TGIF Grant

Rob Easton, CRHS marketing teacher 
was surprised with a $500 TGIF (Thank 
Goodness It’s Funded) Grant from Del-One.   
The grant money will be used to supplement 
and kick start his Marketing IV classes 
culminating Entrepreneur/Marketing project.   

Monroe Hite Receives WBOC 
Mountaire Scholar Athlete Award 

Congratulations to Caesar Rodney High 
School senior Monroe Hite who received 
the September 2019 WBOC Mountaire 
Scholar Athlete of the Month Award!  
Monroe Hite plays basketball and soccer 
for the CRHS.  



In October, the student council at W.B. Simpson Elementary School held a ceremony for their 
new shade structure next to their playground.  The student council chose a shade structure to 
help stop the effects of skin cancer.  
The members of the student council raised funds for this project in a variety of ways including 
having a fundraiser at Grotto’s pizza, selling baked goods at Simpson family nights and selling 
candy grams during the holiday season. The rest of the money came from a grant from a local 
farmer, Charlie Dempsey who was given the grant through the Monsanto Fund, a philanthropic 
arm of Bayer. Mr. Dempsey donated the money he was awarded to our organization because 
he is passionate about preventing skin cancer in younger generations and spreading awareness.
Each day the shade structure is utilized on the playground from students to staff. The students 
play in the shade at recess when it is hot out and the girls on the run team takes breaks under 
the shade. We are glad we could add this shade to our playground to help protect our students 
and staff from the effects of skin cancer. 

The W.B. Simpson Student Council comes up with a project each school year to help improve 
our school community. This school year our school focus is on the social emotional health of 
our students and because of this our project is to redesign school restrooms so that students 
feel valued and important each and every time they walk into the bathroom. To do this we will 
raise funds to buy vinyl which will be used to write quotes on the bathroom stalls and mirrors. 
The members of the student council will brainstorm ideas and quotes they think are important 
to put in the restrooms. 

Shade Structure Installed at W.B. Simpson Elementary



Homecoming 
Pep
Rally


